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Characteristics of Catch and an Age-Length Key of Japanese Flounder
Paralichthys olivaceus in Kagawa Prefecture

Masayuki YAMAMOTO

This study analyzed characteristics of the catch of Japanese flounder Paralichthys olivaceus
in Kagawa Prefecture and made out an age-length key. The annual catch was approximately 20
ton in the early 1970s, and gradually increased from 1977 to 2000 in Kagawa Prefecture. After
that, the high yield was maintained and averaged 130 ton during the periods between 1997 and
2004, which comprised 13% of the annual yield from the Seto Inland Sea. This species was mainly
caught by small trawl net (63.2% in weight), gill net (145%) and set net (19.8%) in its spawning
season, spring, around the central Seto Inland Sea. The age-length key in this study could allow
an age composition to be derived from a total length composition.
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Fig. 1 Map of the study area and location of the fisheries cooperative associations (@) where Japanese floun-

der specimens were collected.
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Tablel. Sample size of Japanese flounder in this study
N BEFhhn  CREIRGR Kitifath RER I
Year Ibuki Kan-onji  Nio-cho Ohama Aji
RN EEM ANEH KA EEBEME JEUIHE EE #H RO 48
pomall | setnet unkown Sl setnet WL setnet gillnet SR
1995 28 87
1996 13 43 83 22 79 7 85
1997 112 39 4 77 6
1998 72 98 281
1999 271
2000 10 229
2001 114
2002 71 73
2003 118
2004 10 90 210
2005 101 260
2006 189
Total 41 43 170 297 118 109 1439 6 659

HOBESG - EH 2006, TRUSHE T A A NIEREE OB IREF ().
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Fig.4 Seasonal variations in catch of each fishing gear in Kagawa Prefecture. A, catch of Ibuki, Kan-onji and
Nio-cho fisheries cooperative association in Hiuchi-nada; B, catch of Aji, Tohsan, Hiketa and Uchinomi
fisheries cooperative association in Bisan-seto and Harima-nada. Vertical bars indicate standard devia-
tions.
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#2 FINEIZBITAE I ADME L FimEEHEBE
Table 2. Sex ratio and age-length key of Japanese flounder caught in Kagawa Prefecture
A) 15~4AH8 January to April
ZETL T Ration i Female  Male
(cm) Female  Male 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+
-25 59 042 0.58 1.00 1.00
-26 19 042 0.58 1.00 1.00
27 30 0.27 0.73 1.00 1.00
28 33 0.21 0.79 1.00 092 008
-29 40 043 058 094 006 091 009
-30 36 0.22 0.78 088 013 089 011
31 46 0.24 0.76 082 018 086 0.14
-32 38 0.32 0.68 083 017 054 046
-33 30 017 083 040 060 020 076 004
-34 48 021 0.79 060 040 008 084 008
-35 67 0.15 0.85 060 040 005 093 002
-36 73 011 0.89 038 063 002 097 002
-37 99 013 087 085 015 097 003
-38 105 0.08 092 1.00 094 006
-39 97 0.16 0.84 1.00 089 0.11
-40 76 0.29 0.71 095 005 087 013
41 77 048 052 097 003 078 023
42 65 051 049 097 003 059 041
-43 72 0.68 032 094 006 048 052
44 68 087 0.13 095 005 022 067 011
45 58 081 0.19 098 002 036 055 009
-46 69 0.88 012 092 008 088 013
47 51 092 0.08 098 002 050 050
48 45 0.89 0.11 075 025 060 040
49 36 097 0.03 077 023 1.00
-50 28 1.00 0.00 071 029
-5l 31 1.00 0.00 048 052
52 19 0.95 0.05 039 061 1.00
-53 15 1.00 0.00 033 067
54 8 1.00 0.00 025 0.75
-95 18 1.00 0.00 1.00
-56 10 1.00 0.00 090 010
57 11 1.00 0.00 082 018
-58 10 1.00 0.00 090 010
59 12 1.00 0.00 083 017
-60 7 1.00 0.00 057 043
-65 24 1.00 0.00 038 058 004
-70 5 1.00 0.00 020 060 020
70.1- 8 1.00 0.00 050 050
B) 5 A 5128  May to December
£ETL T Ration f  Female % Male
(cm) Female  Male 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 0 i 2 3 4 5 6+
-25 86 0.33 0.67 1.00 097 003
-26 25 0.36 0.64 011 089 006 088 0.06
27 36 0.28 0.72 010 090 004 096
28 45 0.36 0.64 1.00 1.00
-29 63 048 0.52 1.00 006 085 009
-30 68 046 0.54 003 097 005 084 011
-31 39 062 0.38 096 004 1.00
-32 48 042 0.58 095 005 082 018
-33 53 0.55 045 093 007 071 029
-34 37 0.46 0.54 082 018 065 035
-35 45 0.36 0.64 081 019 048 052
-36 50 042 058 081 019 021 076 003
37 45 027 0.73 067 033 018 073 009
-38 43 0.23 0.77 040 060 012 08 003
-39 38 0.29 0.71 045 055 011 08 004
-40 42 043 0.57 033 061 006 004 083 013
41 43 0.56 044 017 075 008 005 079 0.16
42 35 046 0.54 019 081 000 016 042 042
43 41 0.73 0.27 003 090 007 055 045
44 34 0.79 0.21 019 074 007 029 057 014
45 35 091 0.09 006 091 003 1.00
-46 36 0.97 0.03 003 097 000 1.00
47 36 0.89 0.11 003 097 000 050 050
48 38 092 0.08 080 020 033 033 033
-49 31 094 0.06 003 08 010 1.00
-50 21 1.00 0.00 076 024
51 10 0.90 0.10 078 022 1.00
52 9 1.00 0.00 044 056
53 11 1.00 0.00 009 091
-54 8 0.88 013 029 057 014 1.00
-55 4 1.00 0.00 1.00
-56 11 1.00 0.00 018 073 009
57 4 1.00 0.00 025 075
-58 9 1.00 0.00 078 022
-59 6 1.00 0.00 050 050
60 7 1.00 0.00 043 043 014
-65 15 1.00 0.00 027 060 013
-70 8 1.00 0.00 025 050 025
70.1- 4 1.00 0.00 1.00
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#3 FINERIZBITAe T A0 L ERAEHEEER
Table 3. Sex ratio and age-weight(wet body weight)key of Japanese flounder caught in Kagawa Prefecture
A) 1A ~4R January to April

AEBW P Ration It Female i Male
(g) " Female  Male 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+
-200 114 0.37 063 1.00 097 003
-400 243 0.27 0.73 082 018 066 032 002
-600 363 0.12 0.88 033 067 002 093 006
-800 274 0.28 072 097 003 085 015
-1000 178 0.69 0.31 092 008 053 047
-1200 150 093 0.07 096 004 064 036
-1400 99 091 0.09 084 016 056 044
-1600 57 1.00 0.00 070 030
-1800 41 1.00 0.00 044 056
-2000 20 095 0.05 021 079 1.00
-2500 51 1.00 0.00 008 078 014
-3000 24 1.00 0.00 075 025
-3500 13 1.00 0.00 023 069 008
-4000 5 1.00 0.00 040 040 020
4001- 11 1.00 0.00 009 045 045

B) 5B#*512H May to December

hEBW T Ration I Female H Male
(g) " Female  Male 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+
-200 132 0.30 0.70 003 098 002 095 003
-400 335 0.46 0.54 001 097 001 000 002 08 012
-600 221 0.33 0.67 024 074 001 025 071 003
-800 140 0.46 054 030 070 000 011 072 017
-1000 115 0.80 0.20 0.11 004 048 043 004
-1200 100 092 0.08 001 092 007 038 025 038
-1400 56 0.93 0.07 083 017 050 050
-1600 31 097 0.03 0.07 ) 057 037 1.00
-1800 15 1.00 0.00 040 053
-2000 17 1.00 0.00 012 088
-2500 24 1.00 0.00 013 058 029
-3000 16 1.00 0.00 031 044 025
-3500 7 1.00 0.00 029 043 029
-4000 5 1.00 0.00 060 020 020

4001- 5 1.00 0.00 1.00
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