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Abstract
East Kagawa area provides rare habitats for Japanese rose bitterling (Rhodeus ocellatus kurumeus),

which is a critically endangered freshwater fish in Japan. We performed nested PCR�RFLP analysis of 
mitochondrial DNA to identify haplotypes in fish samples from nine ponds in East Kagawa. The results 
showed that all fish samples have mitochondrial haplotypes of R. o. kurumeus�A periodic genetic 
monitoring of East Kagawa populations of R. o. kurumeus is indispensable for protection of their 
habitats.
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